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Notes From Our Director 

 

As we close 2018 and look forward to 2019, it is 
important to celebrate our programs, and to thank 
the individuals and organizations that made those 
programs possible.   

Our most recent project was the Vocational Train-
ing Information Fair (for photos and a full list of 
supporting organizations and individuals, please 
see pg. 2 and pg. 3), which served 58 students from 
across Mackinac County, and gave them the oppor-
tunity to speak with nearly as many vocational 
tradespeople representing 22 different trades.  The 
event also featured four incredible guest speakers, 
Georgia Abbott, Justin Venema, Denise Hillier, and 
Jessica Miles, who led workshops about entrepre-
neurship, employability, and harassment.  MEA 
was able to host this event thanks to three generous 
grants from St Ignace Area Community Founda-
tion, Mackinac Island Community Foundation, and 
Les Cheneaux Community Foundation. 

We must also recognize that Mackinac County’s 
Commissioners have again agreed to provide direct 
support to MEA for another year- we are apprecia-
tive of this vote of confidence, and we eagerly an-
ticipate serving Mackinac County communities 
again in 2019.  Our hope in the coming year is that 
if there is a way that we can support economic de-
velopment in your community, you will let us 
know. 

Happy New Year, and Best Wishes to you in 2019! 
         ~Alex Iseri and Mackinac Economic Alliance 

 

Mackinac County Young Professionals 
The Mackinac County Young Professionals Net-
work (YPN) is seeking new members!  Under the 
leadership of Stephanie Fortino, a long-time advo-
cate and supporter, interested people gathered at the 
St. Ignace Public Library to share their goals for the 
group, and potential ways forward.   While it is a 
new entity, members agreed the YPN can have a 
positive impact on our communities. We seek to 
bridge the gap between institutions and those who 
want to facilitate positive growth in their communi-
ties. We will continue to meet across the coun-
ty, gathering input from our members and identify-
ing which causes we want to pursue.  The Macki-
nac County YPN will serve as a support network, 
and members will help each other achieve their 
goals.  

SO!  If you are interested in joining our group (you 
do not have to be young, nor a professional), please 

contact Stephanie Fortino at stepha-
niefortino@gmail.com.  
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Vocational Training Information Fair 
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 One of the most exciting ideas that returned 
with Director Alex Iseri from the Connecting En-
trepreneurial Communities Conference he attended 
last October in Charlevoix was the concept of 
coworking spaces. Coworking spaces are a newer 
development emerging in towns and cities all over 
to world to fulfill the need for a professional office 
setting with reliable internet service, printers, net-
working and collaboration with other profession-
als, desks, or other amenities.  

 Who might use such a space? Imagine your 

daughter has come home for holidays in the Upper 
Peninsula, and she promised the boss she would 
send in one last report once she reached the UP. 
But, when she arrived at your house, all the guests 
streaming videos or downloading games have 
slowed internet speeds to a crawl. Or, you are just 
one of hundreds of working travelers who visit the 
Straits of Mackinac on vacation and need a quiet, 
professional space to link with and participate in a 
meeting back at home. You might be an entrepre-
neur launching a business, but don’t yet have and 
office— a coworking space can give you a place to 
meet.   

 Mackinac Economic Alliance hosted a 
meeting late last year to gauge interest in establish-
ing a coworking space somewhere in Mackinac 
County. The meeting was well attended, and Alex 
has since heard from others interested in a cowork-
ing space— demonstrating enough need and inter-
est to researching potential locations. At least two 
property owners in St. Ignace and Hessel have of-
fered buildings for consideration as coworking 
sites, and MEA is looking into the viability of such 
a project, and the different fundraising and financ-
ing options that might be available. Coworking 
spaces are typically supported by user fees, and we 
realize that in an area as remote as Mackinac 
County, use might be light to start. However, 

Coworking Space Considered for Mackinac County 

coworking spaces are one possible way to attract 
remote workers and satisfy the needs of our work-
ing visitors.  

Coworking spaces have been developed in more 
populated places like Marquette, Grand Rapids and, 
perhaps the closest example— Harbor Springs. The 
Loft Coworking Space in Harbor Springs offering a 
casual office environment, networking opportunities 
with other members and drop-in workers, excellent 
Internet access, a multifunction print-
er/scanner/copier, access to training, hot coffee and 
tea, main street business address and mail drop, 
community desks, collaboration areas, kitchenette, 
and a central downtown location. Fees at The Loft 
range as low as $20 a day to $60 a week to use a 
“community desk” (whatever desk is open), or as 
high as $225 a month or $2,400 a year for a 
“dedicated desk” (basically renting your own desk 
in the office, by the month or the year). Our local 
coworking space, however, will have a fee structure 
that best meets the needs of local residents, and may 
vary by location.  

 Coworking spaces need significant support 
from local institutions and units of government and, 
even then, they need enough income to offer the 
amenities today’s office workers need most. Partici-

pants of the brainstorming session MEA hosted 
came up with several ideas for providing income for 
a coworking space, such as sponsored spaces, pop-
up shops, and a commercial kitchen.  

 If you are interested in the development of a 
coworking space in Mackinac County— whether as 
a user, investor, property owner, or other interested 
party, please give Alex a call or shoot him an e-
mail!  

At left, this 

is an exam-

ple of a co-

working 

space with 

work sta-

tions, mod-

ern design 

and bright 

lighting.  



PAGE 5 MACKINAC ECONOMIC ALLIANCE NEWSLETTER —WINTER 

 Mackinac Economic Alliance continues to 
pursue opportunities for our county’s local food pro-
ducers. We need your help, however, in identifying 
as many food producers across Mackinac County that 
we can, so we can inform those producers of the lat-
est programs available to them, as well as networking 
and financial assistance. Please send us any infor-
mation you have on farms, growers, farmers markets 
and food makers in Mackinac County! We especially 
need help with contacts in the central and western 
parts of the county. E-mail info to: in-
fo@mackinaceconomicalliance.org. 

 Director Alex Iseri met Monday, January 11 
with Donna LaCourt of the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), and 
Vicki Schwab of the Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (MEDC). Mrs. LaCourt reported 
on two food business funding opportunities through 
MDARD, including the Food and Agricultural In-
vestment Fund for projects “that would impact the 
food supply chain in Michigan,” and the Value Add-
ed Grants for projects that “retain, expand, attract or 
develop value added agricultural processing in Mich-
igan, or that expand or develop regional food systems 
or access the healthy food.” Proposals for Value 
Added Grants are due March 18, 2019. 
 MDARD Value Added Grants have been 
awarded to projects such as freezing equipment for a 
company that flash freezes Michigan fruits and vege-
tables, customized bottling for a winery expanding its 
line, and for equipment to allow a honey operation to 
make creamed honey.  

 MEDC also offers funding opportunities 
based on job creation. Alex can provide more infor-
mation and contacts if you wish to grow your food-
based business in Mackinac County.  

 Another funding opportunity for growers has 
been offered by the EUP Regional Planning and De-
velopment, which has made funds available to grow-
ers in Chippewa, Luce and Mackinac counties to im-
plement farm food safety best practices in order to 
better access restaurant and institutional markets. 
These grants can fund small purchases on the farm, 
or may be awarded to growers wishing to attend pro-
grams that emphasize on farm food safety and/or ac-
cessing new markets. Applicants can apply for a 
maximum of $300. Contact Parker Jones of the 
Michigan State University Product Center at 
jonesp28@msu.edu for more info, or to apply. 

 EUP Regional Planning and Development has 

also contracted with Alex Palzewicz, the Upper 
Peninsula Local Food Coordinator for Taste the 
Local Difference, to spend more time in the East-

ern Upper Peninsula connecting with farmers, res-
taurants and chefs, specialty producers, grocers, 
retailers and consumers interested in learning or 
being more involved with local food. Alex is ex-
cellent at connecting local food producers to con-
sumers. If you make, grow, or sell local food, get 
in touch with Alex!  

 Taste the Local Difference produces an 
annual Guide to Local Food, and is working on its 
2019 edition. Food businesses, farms, farmers 
markets, or businesses that sell Michigan products 
can be listed in the guide, and there are a variety 
of options for listing your farm or business, rang-
ing from free listings for farmers markets to paid 
advertising for your business.  

 Alex Palzewicz recently held a series of 
three meet-and-greet events in the Eastern UP to 
learn more about the food producers and sellers in 
the area, but she looks forward to meeting more. 
Please contact her to list your business in the 
Guide to Local Food, or to just make her aware of 
your food operation or business: Alex Palzewicz, 
UP Local Food Coordinator for Taste the Local 
Difference, 906.250.4507 (cell) or 
alex@localdifference.org. Check out Taste the Lo-
cal Difference at: www.localdifference.org.  

Grants and Opportunity in Local Food Projects;  Please Help!  
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Mackinac County Business Beat  

Mackinac Economic Alliance wants to hear from 
YOU!  If you have heard about a new business, or 
a change to an existing business, in your communi-
ty, please let us know so that we can feature it in 
this section!  Call Trish Sanders at 734.645.9048.  

Gustafson's U.P. North 
238 North Street 
St. Ignace, MI 
Website: https://www.facebook.com/
gustafsonsupnorth/ 
 
Gustafson’s Smoked Fish Inc., most famous for its 
roadside location in Brevort, has opened a new 
storefront in downtown St. Ignace!  However, in-
stead of focusing mostly on smoked products, this 
retail space will also feature a wide variety of 
Michigan made products, including Stormy Kro-
mer Hats, Kalamazoo Candle Company, and 
Schuil Coffee, as well as a variety of other prod-
ucts. They will be announcing new hours soon on 
their Facebook page!  

Blue Water Salon                                                   
33 E. Hodeck Street, Suite 4                                
Cedarville, MI Owners: Kimberly Lee and 
Michelle Perkins Phone: 906.484.1660              
Website: www.facebook.com/BWSCedarville or 
www.vagaro.com/bluewatersalon1 

Experienced stylists, Michelle Perkins and Kim 
Lee opened their new salon in the fall of 2018 in 
the downtown Cedarville building that once 
housed a hotel and restaurant called the Blue Water 
Hotel, which was the inspiration for the name of 
their business. Mrs. Perkins brings 15 years of ex-
perience to the salon, while Ms. Lee brings 10 
years to the business. The salon offers haircuts, 
color and all hair services, nail services, tanning 
and waxing. The salon is open year-round, and 
hours are 10 am to 5 pm Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, and 10 am to 7 pm on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Saturdays are by appointment only 
and they are closed Sunday.  

 

Woods and Waters                                                 
20 S. Pickford Ave, Hessel MI                          
Owners: Sue and Brian Bakkila                      
Phone: 888.502.8373                                        
Website: www.woodsandwaters.eco 

Woods and Waters (formerly Woods and Water 
Ecotours) will be reopening under new ownership 
in the spring of 2019. The shop remains at 20 
South Pickford Avenue, on the corner of M-134 in 
Hessel, but is undergoing renovations to the retail 
space. Kayaking and hiking guide services in the 
Eastern Upper Peninsula, Les Cheneaux Islands, 
and Isle Royale will remain a key business compo-
nent, but the retail space will also see the addition 
of quality fat tire and gravel bikes to the line-up. 
Merchandise will also be available to outfit pad-
dling, basic hiking, and bicycling as well as other 
unique products.    

Curtis Family Pharmacy  
W17344 Main St,  
Curtis, MI 49820 
(906) 586-3333 

Curtis Family Pharmacy is growing and expand-
ing! Come in and check out our new location situ-
ated on the top of the hill on Main Street (the for-
mer State Savings Bank). In order to maintain our 
commitment to providing quality care to our com-
munity members, we are in the midst of expanding 
and improving our services offered. Our motiva-
tion to grow is to make sure the community of 
Curtis has its’ needs met. We are committed to 
providing the same friendly atmosphere that the 
community has come to expect over the past eight 
years-one where you can get your prescriptions 
filled quickly and accurately.  

Pine Bluff Grille  

N 10140 CR 135 (Hwy. 33) 
McMillan, MI 49853 
(906) 586-3313 

Before he opened the Pine Bluff Grille Stephen 
Taylor was the proprietor of Taylor Market, and 

visitors would often remark to him that there were-
n’t enough restaurant options in the Curtis area.  
As a result, Taylor has long felt compelled to open 

a restaurant that would offer a menu that was both 
creative and diverse.  In concert with the Pine 
Bluff Resort, the Pine Bluff Grille is now welcom-

ing diners from 11AM-10PM Wednesday to Fri-
day, and 8AM-10PM on Saturday and Sunday.  

https://www.facebook.com/gustafsonsupnorth/
https://www.facebook.com/gustafsonsupnorth/
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 Arts and culture are essential to economic 
development, and Mackinac Economic Alliance 
actively strives to assist arts and culture initiatives 
in our county. We may be able to direct your or-
ganization to resources or assistance that can help 
launch your project, or help you apply for a loan. 
 
 The arts and culture sector holds tremen-
dous potential for economic growth in Mackinac 
County. This area has long been a magnet for tal-
ent, attracting artists who are not only inspired by 
the woods, water and pristine scenery, but also cre-
ative entrepreneurs who want to live the rustic, se-
rene and unique lifestyle this area offers. Galleries 
and art centers like the Erickson Center for the Arts 
in Curtis, and the Old Shell Gallery and Les 
Cheneaux Arts Council Center in Cedarville attract 
art lovers and shoppers who then visit other local 
businesses and services. These spaces also serve as 
community gathering places where entertainment 
and events can be staged. Mackinac County offers 
at least a dozen art festivals and shows annually, 
while its farmers markets’ host many more emerg-
ing artists and makers.     
 
 As an area saturated with Native American, 
colonial, and transportation history, the Straits of 
Mackinac can’t be beat for its cultural richness. 
The museums and historic sites peppered through-
out the county celebrate the heritage of the region, 
state and country, and annually draws thousands of 
visitors to unique places like Mackinac Island, his-
toric forts, and a variety of small yet significant 
community museums. At the beginning of 2019, 
we celebrated the Michilimackinac Historical Soci-
ety’s receipt of a $1 million appropriation from the 
State of Michigan to fund the development of the 
new Straits Cultural Center at the Walker Building 
in downtown St. Ignace, where it is expected to be 
a cultural and economic development spark for the 
community.  
 
 The Michilimackinac Historical Society at-
tracts more than 10,000 visitors each year to see a 
collection of artifacts and exhibits at the Fort de 
Buade Museum in downtown St. Ignace. The more 
than 3,500 artifacts— some dating back to the 
1600s— will move to the new site at the Walker 
Building, which is hoped to be open in early 
2020.     

 Arts and culture mean business. According 
to the 2015 Creative State Michigan Report, Mich-
igan’s arts and cultural destinations generate near-
ly $2.5 billion in state tourism revenues annually. 
Arts and culture spending represents more than 18 
percent of the state’s total tourism revenue— more 
than sporting events, golf, boating and sailing, 
hunting and fishing, and hiking and biking com-
bined. Michigan has more than 2,000 arts and cul-
ture organizations that cultivate, nurture and deliv-
er arts and culture experiences to the public!  
 
 One great upcoming opportunity for ALL 
Mackinac County artists and creative people is a 
weekend “boot camp” that will be offered Satur-
day, March 2 and Sunday, March 3, entitled, “A 
Creative's Guide to the Entrepreneurial Mindset.” 
This two-day workshop will focus on practical 
business skills and strategies for creatives in order 
to help build and sustain your practice. 
 
 The workshop is being offered by the Les 
Cheneaux Area Artisan Cooperative— a group of 
nearly 30 artists who formed the cooperative to 
better support the needs of working artists. It cre-
ates events and opportunities for its members to 
sell their work, and operates a gallery in Cedar-
ville; and it sees the potential to strengthen the cre-
ative network across Mackinac County through 
events like this.  
 Alaina Clarke, a Grand Rapids area met-
alsmith and educator, is teaching the workshop in 
Cedarville. The workshop will give area artists an 
affordable way to learn about business building 
tools, how to identify opportunities, how to 
strengthen networks and promote your brand, 
while discovering ways to reduce costs and in-
crease income. The class is $100 per person for 
two days, and participants can either bring their 
own lunch, or order from a caterer. Catered lunch 
is an additional $10 per day. Class will be from 9 
am to 4 pm each day. To attend, please send an e-
mail to Katie at katieaeberts@gmail.com. 

Arts & Culture Mean Business in Mackinac County; Learn 
How to Build & Grow Your Art Business March 2 & 3  

mailto:katieaeberts@gmail.com
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Contact Us 
MEA would love to hear from you! Please use the contact information below to get in touch with our Director. 

Ph: (906) 430-4774 

iserialex@mackinaceconomicalliance.org 

www.mackinaceconomicalliance.org 

MEA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation whose existence depends on the generous contributions of our public and pri-
vate partners. We hope that you will consider making a tax deductible contribution to MEA. Kindly mail it to our offices. 

Thank you! 

Nikki Storey 

Executive Director of Operations,  

Great Lakes Boat Building School 

Amy Polk 

2018 Secretary 

Owner, Applecore General Store 


